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A Prayer of Repentance and Consecration 
By PHILIP DODDRIDGE (1702-1751) 


TERNAL and unchangeable Jehovah! Thou great Creator of Heaven 
and earth, and adorable Lord of angels and men, I desire, with the 
deepest humiliation and abasement of soul, to fall down at this time in 
Thine awful presence, and earnestly pray that Thou wilt penetrate my 
heart with a suitable sense of Thine unutterable and inconceivable glories. 
Trembling may justly take hold upon me (Job 20:6) when I, a sinful 
worm, presume to lift up my head to Thee, presume to appear in Thy 
majestic presence on such an occasion as this. Who am I, O Lord God! or 
what is my house? What is my nature or descent, my character and desert, 
that I should thus address the King of kings, and Lord of lords! I blush and 
am confounded before Thee. But, O Lord! great as is Thy majesty, so also 
is Thy mercy. If Thou wilt hold converse with any of Thy creatures, Thy 
superlatively exalted nature must stoop, must stoop infinitely low. And 
I know, that in and through Jesus, the Son of Thy love, Thou condescendest 
to visit sinful mortals, and to allow their approach ‘to. Thee, and their 
covenant intercourse with Thee; nay, I know that the scheme and plan is 
Thine own, and that Thou hast graciously sent to propose it to us; as none 
untaught by Thee would have been able to form it, or inclined to embrace 
it, even when actually proposed. 
“Laying myself at Thy feet” 

To Thee therefore do I now come, invited by the name of Thy Son, and 
trusting in His righteousness and grace. Laying myself at Thy feet, “with 
shame and confusion of face,” and “smiting upon my breast,” I say, with 
the humble publican; “God be merciful to me a sinner!” (Luke 18:13.) 
I acknowledge, O Lord! that I have been a great transgressor. “My sins 
have reached unto heaven” (Rev. 18:5), and “my iniquities are lifted up 
unto the skies” (Jer. 51:9). The irregular propensities of my corrupted 
and degenerated nature have, in ten thousand aggravated instances, “wrought 
to bring forth fruit unto death” (Rom. 8:5). And if Thou shouldst be 
strict to mark my offenses, I must be silent under a load of guilt, and imme- 
diately sink into destruction. But Thou hast graciously called me to return 
unto Thee, though I have been a wandering sheep, a prodigal son, a back- 
sliding child (Jer. 3:22). Behold, therefore, O Lord! I come unto Thee. 
I come, convinced not only of my sin, but of my folly. I come, from my 
very heart ashamed of myself, and with an acknowledgment, in the sincerity 
‘and humility of my soul, that “I have played the fool, and have erred 
exceedingly” (1 Sam. 26:21). I am confounded myself at the remembrance 
of these things; but be Thou “merciful to my unrighteousness, and do not 
remember against me my sins and my transgressions!” (Heb. 8:12.) Permit 
me, O Lord, to bring back unto Thee those powers and faculties which I 
have ungratefully and sacrilegiously alienated from Thy service; and receive, 
I beseech Thee, Thy poor revolted creature, who is now convinced of Thy 
right to him, and desires nothing in the whole world so much as to be Thine! 


“Henceforth I am Thine” 

Blessed God! it is with the utmost solemnity that I make this surrender 
of myself unto Thee. . . . Henceforth I am Thine, entirely Thine. I would 
not merely consecrate unto Thee some of my powers, or some of my pos- 
sessions, or give Thee a certain proportion of my services, or all I am 
capable of for a limited time; but I would be wholly Thine, and Thine 
forever. From this day I would solemnly renounce all the “former lords 
which have had dominion over me” (Isa. 26:13), every sin and every lust; 
and bid, in Thy name, an eternal defiance to the powers of hell, which have 
most unjustly usurped the empire over my soul, and to all the corruptions 
which their fatal temptations have introduced into it. The whole frame of my 
nature, all the faculties of my mind, and all the members of my body, would 
I present before Thee this day, “as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which” I know to be my most “reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 

To Thee I concentrate all my worldly possessions: in Thy service I desire 
to spend all the remainder of my time upon earth, and beg Thou wouldst 
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EDITORIALS _- 


Lessons From Buchmanism 


RANK BUCHMAN is dead, but what of the move- 
pee he pioneered, now known as Moral Re-Armament 
and earlier known as the Oxford Group? Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, while attending one of Buchman’s early meetings 
in the 1920’s, exclaimed that it was “the greatest counter- 
feit of Christianity.” This is obvious from the fact that 
the preaching of the Cross to perishing men has never been 
a part of the movement. Although Buchman was an 
ordained Lutheran minister, worked for the YMCA, and 
did evangelistic work in the Near and Far East and among 
World War I prisoners, his movement never asserted the 
necessity of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the means of conversion. The only four tenets were 
“absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute unselfishness, 
and absolute love.” 


These, of course, are Scriptural objectives, worthy of any 
person’s attainment. But how? Buchmanism says by con- 
fession, surrender, guidance, and sharing. These, too, have 
their basis in the Bible, but the Scripture says by works 
shall no man be justified, or accounted righteous. MRA is 
another example of man-made effort to attain the fruits of 
Christianity without the roots. “Neither doth a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit,” said Jesus. MRA fails to solve 
the problem of man’s sin and God’s righteousness. There 
is no forgiveness in Buchmanism. The New Testament 
concept of holy living is by-passed. The work of the Holy 
Spirit in producing “fruit” is ignored. 


Buchman achieved a remarkable following among royalty, 
diplomats, politicians, business leaders, and professional peo- 
ple. Perhaps the church could learn a few lessons in 
technique from him. There is no doubt that his “house 
party” method was largely responsible for his success. In 
fact, the movement began 40 years ago at Oxford University 
with a small, informal meeting of students. At these gath- 
erings confessions and testimonies were the means of making 
“converts.” There was little preaching as such. 


Evangelicals today need to come to grips with the problem 
of how to reach certain classes of society. In some places 
effective evangelism is being done using a “house party” or 
coffee hour technique in homes and clubs. More needs to be 
done along this line. Imagination and ingenuity must be 
used. Thousands of people who would never attend a 
Gospel meeting can be reached in this way. 


In some other aspects Buchmanism stands as a rebuke to 
institutional religion and mere external religiosity. Many 
individuals and groups could be revitalized by following its 
emphasis on personal witness and testimony, daily prayer, 
and waiting upon God for guidance. MRA is indeed “‘coun- 
terfeit Christianity” because the means for its alleged moral 
fearmament is not the Christ-centered faith of the New 
Testament. Buchman had high hopes that MRA would 
Produce a personal, social, racial, national, and international 
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revival of morality. This will never be. It cannot be as 
long as man is alienated from God by sin. Nevertheless, 
those who know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour must “put 
on the whole armor of God” and stand for righteousness in 
a perverse, sin-cursed generation, bending every energy to 
pluck men as “brands from the burning.” 


Worthy To Suffer 


OTHING is more contrary to modern thought than 
N the idea that suffering and shame should be desired 
and sought after. Yet, it is said of the Lord Jesus that He 
“for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising shame.” As God’s Lamb He demonstrated perfect 
sinlessless, not only in the wilderness temptation but through- 
out His earthly life. He was without spot and worthy to 
be God’s sacrifice, who would atone for the sin of the world. 
He fulfilled the whole law of God; as a man He vindicated 
God’s righteousness. He devoted Himself totally to God 
the Father and to obedience to the Father’s will. He was 
worthy to suffer shame and mockery and to climb Calvary’s 
hill of sacrifice to die. And around the throne of God 
ten thousand times ten thousand will shout and sing in 
triumph: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” 


In the early days of the church the reality of eternal 
values and the bright example of Christ shone vividly. 
These first century Christians gladly endured the Roman 
scourge with its excruciating pain, the disgrace of being a 
public spectacle, the shame of imprisonment. They went 
singing into the arena of wild beasts, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for Christ’s sake. 
It was in the name of Christ they suffered. They had identi- 
fied themselves with Him. Theirs was the experience of 
which Paul wrote to the Christians at Philippi, “that I may 
know him . . . and the fellowship of his sufferings.” These 
men and women were true representatives of the suffering 
Saviour. They stood with Him in suffering, shame, and 
death for His name’s sake. 


Today the average Christian knows little of sacrifice and 
suffering. He may know that the Scripture says, “To you 
it hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer in his behalf” (Phil. 1:29, 
A.S.V.), but to take seriously as an ambition that he may 
be found worthy to suffer for Christ is something entirely 
foreign to his thinking. Should sickness or pain or acci- 
dent occur, he may try to relate this to suffering for Christ. 
But the ordinary strains and pains of life are seldom if ever 
a case of suffering shame for the sake of Christ. 


No, we are so identified with this world, which is the 
enemy of God, that we no longer are identified with Christ 
in His shame and rejection by the same world that rejected 
and crucified Him. We do not suffer with Him “without 
the camp, bearing his reproach.” Could it be true that we, 
unlike the early Christians, are no longer judged worthy to 
suffer for His name? Perhaps we do not éven desire such 
worthiness: “‘worthy to suffer shame for his name.” 
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The Story of the Week 


@ CONDITIONS IN RED CHINA.—Reports 
continue to come in to Hong Kong telling of 
widespread apathy among the people of Com- 
munist China. Refugees express the opinion 
that many persons who welcomed Communism 
and worked hard to carry out the regime’s orders 
now have little spirit left and are concerned only 
with the daily struggle for subsistence. There 
are signs of a breakdown in the rigid discipline 
enforced by the Communists. Theft, especially 
of food, has become increasingly widespread. 
Open defiance of authority is reported by many 
refugees. . . . The apathy coincides with Com- 
munist China’s difficult struggle to provide 
enough food and other consumer goods. While 
much blame for the food shortage has been 
placed on the weather, some observers point to 
other factors: the 30 per cent increase in main- 
land China’s population since 1949; the need 
of a highly militarized state for what may be the 
world’s largest army; and food exports for polliti- 
cal purposes. . ... In large cities, which are better 
off than remote areas, the basic food ration is 
about 29 pounds per month. Very little meat 
is available. “Sugar is provided only for the 
sick. .. . In the past, ruling dynasties have crum- 
bled when peasants interpreted natural disasters 
to mean that their rulers had “lost the mandate 
of heaven.” . . . In his book, “Red China: -An 
Asian View” (Frederick A. Praeger, Inc., New 
York .3), Sripati Chandra-sekhar, one of India’s 
foremost social scientists, says: “I must also con- 
fess that | went to China curious, excited, and 
ready to be impressed, but/that | came back sad, 
stifled, and disenchanted.” China impressed 
him, in spite of its tremendous material progress, 
as displaying “the peace of the graveyard.” He 
found colleges in shambles. One supposedly 
had 4,600 students enrolled, but 2,000 were 
working in factories, allowed to take one course 
a week after hours, and another 2,000 were 
working on farms, hoping to return to classes 
when the food problem was solved. 


@ YOUNG ADULT PROBLEMS.—A study by 
University of California sociologists says young 
adults in the 18 to 25 age bracket are more likely 
to be in the divorce courts, in prison, or on a 
psychiatrist's couch than any other age group. 
“It's a wonder that young adults, with no trade, 
living from hand to mouth on a sub-marginal 
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THE TIMES News Report 


income and often strapped with the responsibili- 
ties of marriage and parenthood, don’t wind up 
much worse off than they do,” said one of the 
sociologists. 


@ COLOMBO, CEYLON.—A religious relic, 
supposedly a tooth of Buddha, is playing an im- 
portant role in this country’s foreign relations 
with Red China, which were seriously ruptured 
when the Communists occupied Tibet. On re- 
quest of the Ceylonese prime minister, the Reds 
sent the tooth along with a Tibetan Lama on a 
special plane to Colombo, where it was viewed 
by hundreds daily. The tooth, encased in a 
360-pound gold casket, was given a huge gov- 
ernment reception at the airport and escorted by 
a 100-car motorcade to Colombo’s Memorial Hall. 


@ TORONTO, CANADA.—The second Toronto 
spiritual life convention will be held October 3-5 
at Avenue Road Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Church. Principal speakers are Alan Redpath 
and Harold Wildish. The deeper life conference 
is now organized with its own council. Chair- 
man is the Rev. Harold W. Fife. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Chief of Army Chap- 
lains Frank A. Toby has issued an urgent plea for 
volunteer chaplains in view of the call-up of re- 
servists. “The clergy of our nation have always 
responded in the hour of need, and we feel 
confident they will again do so,” he said. 


@ SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA.—Directors of the 
Latin America Mission have announced that 
Guatemala’s Evangelism -in- Depth campaign 
scheduled for early 1962 has been postponed 
indefinitely because of the illness of General 
Director R. Kenneth Strachan and a financial defi- 
cit from previous campaigns. 


@ PHILADELPHIA.—The Sunday School World, 
published by the American Sunday-School Union, 
is observing its centennial this year. Through its 
pages and those of the Union’s Sunday school 
literature, the organization is doing a world-wide 
work with a staff of 160 missionaries. An im- 
portant current series of articles is “Whither 
Christian Education?” by the editor, the Rev. Dr. 
William J. Jones. 


Next Wek cc e 


Dr. John White of Bolivia provides an illumi- 
nating treatment of “The Call of Moses.” 
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LD wagon wheels are used to mark 
the entrances to motels and luxuri- 
ous modern ranch homes. Old-fash- 
ioned street lampposts, converted from 
gas to electricity, are sometimes seen 
on neatly kept front lawns. Stone jugs 
decorate doorsteps, and even an old 
butter churn may be used for mail on 
a front porch. Ox yokes are fastened 
over barn doors, and surreys, buggies, 
and sleighs are kept on display in farm- 
yards. A string of sleigh bells is hung 
up for a doorbell. Iron statues of little 
colored boys in bright jackets and caps, 
holding up rings for horses’ reins, are 
prized lawn decorations. Short sections 
of wooden three-rail fences border the 
lots of fine suburban homes. 


Sixty years ago there was nothing 
remarkable about any of these objects. 
Wheelwrights fitted the flat iron tires 
over the fellies of the wooden wheels. 
Lamplighters carried their short lad- 
ders down the street, placing them 
quickly against the crossbars of the 


The Cult of the Golden Past 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr. 


lampposts and lighting the lamps at 
dusk. Butter was churned on every 
farm, and oxen strained at the yokes 
as they pulled stones on wooden drags 
out of the fields. People went to the 
store and church in surreys and buggies 
in summer and in sleighs in winter. 
Men split chestnut rails for the really 
necessary field fences. But in the eyes 
of many, the passing of the years, dis- 
use, and scarcity have gilded these 
things with a glow they never had 
when they were made; and they are 
sold at a sliding scale of prices regu- 
lated by the sentimentality and covet- 
ousness of owner and buyer alike. 
Spacious, comfortable, lovely homes 
were built when labor and lumber were 
cheap, when it was no shame to have a 
large family, and when forethought was 
given to caring for the old folks in the 
homestead. But often now the bur- 
den of keeping up these big houses is 
too heavy for the descendants of the 
builders, and many are turned into 


.“funeral parlors” or antique shops. The 
latter carry on a thriving trade because 
of the craze for old things. In fact, a 
sort of cult of the golden past has 
grown up in recent years. This is 
founded more on sentiment than clear 
thinking; for porcelain bathtubs are bet- 
ter than tin; hot running water is much 
more convenient than having to heat 
cold water from a pump on a stove; 
and a closed, heated car is more com- 
fortable on a cold, rainy afternoon than 
a buggy with a top and a boot. 

There is a store in South Jersey, kept 
in the tradition of a country general 
store and jammed with old things, and 
people flock to it to see and buy. There 
you may find striped stick candy, rock 
candy, suspenders, spices, cheese, ham, 
and see a pot-bellied stove in use and 
a telephone with a crank on the wall. 
Many of the things on sale are useful, 
but many are mere curiosities today. 

This nostalgia for old things is not 


(Continued on page 755) 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


ISLAMIC PROGRESS.—The Far East News Service, which carries important information 








concerning Christian activities in that part of the world, reports the following from Djakarta, 
Indonesia: “At a special service held in commemoration of the Descension of the Koran, the 
Indonesian government revealed that it has set aside 62 million rupiahs for the purposes of 
deepening the people’s knowledge about religion. One of the projects will be the translat- 
ing of holy books, including the Koran, into the Indonesian language. The commemoration 
service was attended by a large number of Moslems, envoys of Moslem countries, and civil and 
military authorities. Special Koran readings were given by representatives from Borneo, Su- 
matra, and Sulawesi. Speaking at the service, President Sukarno stated his conviction that 
the Koran has a tremendous miraculous power, and urged all the delegates to study and deepen 
their knowledge about its contents.” 


ROMAN CATHOLIC STATISTICS.—The latest official Catholic directory affirms that in 
the United States there are now more than 42,000,000 people in the Roman Catholic Church, 
or 24 per cent of our population. In 1951,-the figure was about 19 per cent. In other words, 
while our population during that time has increased 20 per cent, the increase in the Roman 
Catholic Church membership has been 47 per cent. There are today in the 10,000 Roman 


Catholic elementary schools, 4,312,000 students, and in Catholic Colleges and Universities 


322,000. 


DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, who has been writing “Survey” for THe SuNDayY SCHOOL TIMES 
since 1956, bas written to the Editors as follows: “After all these many years of cordial rela- 
tionship with THe SuNpay ScHoot Times, I| feel that the hour has come when, due to 
circumstances not related to. THE Times, I better drop my contributions to your paper. 
... My reason for writing this is because some new editorial responsibilities of considerable ex- 
tent have been placed upon me that will. demand a great deal of my time and thought for the 
next few years.” The Editors wish to express appreciation on behalf of readers of THE Times 
to Dr. Smith for his significant contribution to the ministry of the magazine. “Survey” read- 
ers will find material similar to that written by Dr. Smith included in THE Times news 
page in the future. 
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Giant in the Church 


By RUDOLF A. RENFER, Th.M., Ph.D. 


HEN the tall young man took 

“holy orders” in the Anglican 

Church, Dr. William Temple, the 
Bishop of London (father of the late 
Archbishop of Canterbury), charged 
that he should never neglect his Greek 
Testament a single day. The advice, 
like good seed, fell upon already richly 
cultivated soil that was to yield a life- 
time of abundant harvest. The young 
man ordained that day in 1885 became 
a versatile theologian and educator, au- 
thor and editor, Bible exponent and 
expositor. Posthumously he was de- 
scribed as “without exaggeration among 
the first half-dozen of the foremost and 
strongest witnesses to the truth of the 
Bible and the Gospel in the twentieth 
century.” Thus, in 1924, did his de- 
voted Canadian friend, Canon Dyson 
Hague, pay tribute to Dr. William Henry 
Griffith Thomas. The year 1961 marks 
the one hundredth anniversary of his 
birth. Perhaps the most scholarly, ob- 
jective, and balanced champion of the 
cause of the Fundamentals during the 
rise of the fundamentalist-modernist 
controversy that characterized the first 
third of the century, Griffith Thomas 
was well known to many thousands of 
THE SunpAy ScHOoL TIMES readers dur- 
ing the editorship of his friend Charles 
G. Trumbull. ; 

During his early years the young man 
attained an enviable classical and theo- 
logical education against tremendous 
odds. His father died before Griffith 
Thomas was born in Shropshire, Eng- 
land. Straitened circumstances caused 
the boy to leave school at the age of 
fourteen, but other events of his youth 
led him into a notable career of Chris- 
tian service. Already a member of a 
parish church and choir, he was per- 
suaded at sixteen, against his better 
judgment, to teach a Sunday school 
class. For about four months he did 
his best, and thought it well to buy 
himself a Bible. Then, through the in- 
fluence of fellow members of the Young 
Men’s Society of the church he was 
converted. Of this experience he later 
wrote, “My soul was simply overflow- 
ing with joy, and since then I have 
never doubted that it was on that Sat- 
urday night that I was born again, 
converted to God.” Little wonder that 
years later in one of his weekly columns 
in the Toronto Globe he wrote, “The 
heart to be at rest must find its center, 
its spring, its strength, its comfort, its 
inspiration, its all in the possession of 
Christ as Saviour, Lord, and God.” 

At the age of eighteen Griffith 
Thomas found employment with an 
uncle in London and addressed him- 
self for three years to a program of 
study in the after work hours of 10:30 
p.m. to 2:30 am. Ordination followed 
his Associateship of King’s College 
“with distinction.” For seven years, un- 
til he had won his Bachelor of Divinity 
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Dr. Renfer formerly taught church 
history and missions at Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary. Prior to that time 
he served as a pastor and as an 
Army chaplain. He is now assistant 
extension director for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. 








degree in 1895, he served as curate at 
St. Aldate’s Church, Oxford, under the 
direction of Canon Christopher of evan- 
gelical fame. The godly Canon, whose 
chief aim was to win men to Christ, 
regularly invited undergraduates to his 
home to join him in extemporaneous 
prayer, and supplied them with books 
of an evangelical character. His influ- 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 


ence was doubtless a major factor in 
molding the young divinity student’s 
keen interest in scholarly Bible expo- 
sition and evangelism. 

Griffith Thomas’s first charge was as 
Vicar of the distinguished congregation 
of St. Paul’s, Portman Square, London. 
The church served as a proving ground, 
and how well he built is evident today 
in this center of evangelicalism. When 
in 1905 he was called to become Prin- 
cipal of Oxford’s Wycliffe Hall, his par- 
ish presented him with a citation which 


lauded his masterful exposition of the , 


Bible, his preaching of the saving power 
of the Gospel, and his deep interest in 
people, music, and missions. Special 
note was also made of a consistent 
life and character which befitted his 
words.. While at Portman Square he 
married Miss Alice Monk of Lan- 
cashire, and their only child was born 
four years later. 

The next five years at Oxford not 
only confirmed Griffith Thomas as an 
able expositor and gave him opportu- 





life and mini 
of W. H. Griffith Thomas 


The 


nity to read for his doctorate, but also 
established his reputation as a theo- 
logical scholar and professor of rare 
teaching gifts. Virtually spanning the 
entire theological discipline, his lectures 
at Wycliffe Hall included Higher Criti- 
cism, Problems of the Pentateuch, 
Christian Doctrine, Apologetics, Greek, 
and Pastoral Theology. His  well- 
organized lecture notes reflect a store- 
house of profound knowledge from ex- 
tremely wide reading. Once, while at 
Wycliffe, he was asked how it was that 
despite his very wide reading of the 
Graff-Wellhausen conclusions and ex- 
ponents he nevertheless firmly rejected 
their theories. Calmly he replied, “Sim- 
ply because I have read them!” To this 
day his early students, who knew him 
affectionately as “G.T.,” acknowledge 
their debt to him as a profound teacher 
of God’s servants. 

Griffith Thomas became a _ leading 
figure in the Bible conference move- 
ment that has characterized evangelical 
Christianity on both sides of the At- 
lantic, and which was of particular 
significance during the American fun- 
damentalist-modernist controversy. In 
his homeland he was for many years 
identified with the Keswick Conven- 
tion. In 1908 he was invited by Prince 
Bernadotte to address the Sodertelje 
conference in Sweden. The invitation 
to address Moody’s Northfield conference 
in 1903 marked his introduction to the 
American scene. In 1910, after a lecture 
tour in Canada, he viewed the offer of 
a professorship at Wycliffe College, To- 
ronto, though a subordinate position, as 
an unmistakable call of God. Thus, 
while future ministry took him to 
different parts of the world, Canada 
and the United States now became his 
parish. In 1913 he became identified 
with the Victorious Life Movement 
which was strongly championed by THE 
Sunpay Scuoo, Trues. He was a fa- 
miliar figure at such conferences as 
Stony Brook, Montrose, Winona Lake, 
and America’s Keswick. 

Published reports and Bible confer- 
ence literature of the period are replete 
with Dr. Thomas’s lucid, analytical, and 
expository messages, but doubtless his 
greatest legacy to the Christian Church 
is the fruit of his facile pen. More than 
a score of volumes, along with hun- 
dreds of scholarly articles, editorials, 
significant book reviews, an encyclo- 
pedia contributions bear witness to his 
massive intellect and warm Biblical 
faith. His instruction and counsel a8 
Anglican Vicar appeared as the book 
The Catholic Faith. His Wycliffe Hall 
lectures on pastoral theology became 
the volume The Work of the Ministry, 
described as an unexcelled evangelical 
treatise on the subject. The widely ac- 
claimed Christianity Is Christ, together 
with other volumes, has recently been 
republished, and his expository and de- 
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yotional commentaries have received 
particularly wide circulation. His work 
The Holy Spirit of God, originally de- 
livered as the L. P. Stone Lectures of 
1913 at Princeton Seminary at the in- 
vitation of B. B. Warfield, remains a 
substantial contribution to the subject. 
Of continuing value also are his con- 
tributions to the International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia and Hastings 
Bible Dictionary. Perhaps his greatest 
work was the posthumously published 
Principles of Theology. This introduc- 
tion to the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
Church of England remains an evan- 
gelical classic for Anglicans, and re- 
flects the author’s capacity to treat 
theological problems with simplicity 
and clarity. He left a rich reservoir of 
expository notes which continue to 
yield volumes over his name from the 
editorial pen of his daughter, Winifred 
G. T. Gillespie of Lafayette, La. 


In addition to published books Grif- ' 


fith Thomas’s periodical literary output 
was prodigious and reflected his insight 
into current religious issues. Before 
leaving his homeland he had become 
widely known as an able critic of con- 
temporary theology through his public 
engagements, book reviews, and contri- 
butions to London periodicals, such as 
The Life of Faith, The Christian, and 
The Churchman. In Canada and the 
United States (he moved to Philadel- 
phia in 1919) his pen produced cease- 
lessly. Four or five columns weekly 
in the Toronto Globe were devoted to 
feature articles and unsigned editorials. 
Articles appeared regularly in The 
Evangelical Christian, The Moody Insti- 
tute Monthly, and the English Church 
Record. In addition to being contribu- 
tor of “The Heart of the Lesson” to 
THE SunpAyY ScHoo. Times, from 1912 
until the time of his death in 1924, he 
was an associate editor of the theologi- 
cal quarterly Bibliotheca Sacra, then 
published by Oberlin College. At the 
same time he was contributing editor 
of the Bible Champion, and for a time 
edited The Canadian Churchman. 

When Griffith Thomas came to North 
America, the issues of the fundamental- 
ist-modernist controversy were. already 
developing. On the basis of his schol- 
arly grasp of the theological issues, he 
took his place squarely on the side of 
the reaction to modernism and re- 
mained throughout his lifetime an 
“enthusiastic conservative.” He was fa- 
mMiliar with the basic tensions between 
faith and reason and the conflict be- 
tween naturalistic and the supernatural- 
istic views of the Bible as they existed 
in America. He knew the literature 
and understood the issues of the con- 
flict as few other men of his time. 

As the religious controversy pro- 
gressed and the cleavage between the 
two factions deepened, Griffith Thomas 
demonstrated his capacity for fairness 
and objectivity. When a series of 
editorials in the Christian Century 
characterized the cleavage between fun- 
damentalism and modernism as “differ- 
ences between two distinct religions,” 
Dr. Thomas was quick to reply. Tak- 
ing note of “the absolute incompatibil- 








ity” of the positions, he ventured that 
the Century had “done the cause of 
truth a great service.” “We conserva- 
tives have long been convinced of this,” 
he continued, “and I hope your article 
will enable liberals to realize the vital 
and basic contradiction between the two 
schools, for if one is right, the other is 
and must be wrong.” Consistently 
irenic rather than bellicose, Griffith 
Thomas was “uncompromising with er- 
roneous teachings, but was not unloving 
in his reference to erroneous teachers.” 
Thus, the presence of a man of his 
capacity and stature immeasurably 
strengthened the fundamentalist forces. 

Recognized as a leader in the reaction 
to the modernism of the day, Griffith 
Thomas was among those who initiated 
the call for the massive international 
World Conference on Christian Funda- 
mentals of 1919. To him as Chairman 
of the Resolutions Committee was com- 
mitted a large share in molding the 
thought and reporting to the more than 
6,000 registered delegates from forty- 


two states and several foreign coun- 
tries. The Philadelphia meeting and 
subsequent Fundamentals conventions 
served to highlight a lesser-known side 
of Dr. Thomas’s life. These conventions 
had persistently voiced the need for 
theological training that would espouse 
historic Christianity’s Biblically based 
supernatural theology, so widely aban- 
doned by seminaries in that day. Many 
looked to the former theological edu- 
cator for leadership, which, by virtue 
of his experience, capacity, and dy- 
namic philosophy of education, he was 
eminently qualified to supply. 

Already during his Wycliffe Hall prin- 
cipalship Griffith Thomas had clearly 
outlined solid principles for theological 
education. The ministry and its train- 
ing must first of all be “predominately 
spiritual.” It must also be “definitely 
intellectual,” but the intellectual equip- 
ment was conceived of as important 
principally as it related to a knowledge 
of the Bible. For him the aim in theo- 


(Continued on page 754) 


Start a College Sunday School Class 


URS is a small Sunday school of 
about 100 (University Avenue Con- 
gregational, St. Paul, Minnesota). We 
have a strong teen-age class, but until 
last year we did not have a college-age 
class. This was because after gradu- 
ation from high school the class scat- 
tered, some to out-of-town colleges, 
some to the service, while some mar- 
ried and left the city. 

Consequently the few college-age 
young people who did come to Sunday 
school were put into our young-adult 
class, which has an age range up to 
forty years. The result was that most 
of our college young people dropped 
out of Sunday school. 

We knew this was a loss to the young 
people and a big loss to our Sunday 
school, so we determined to do some- 
thing about it. Two years ago we tried 
to start a new class for this group. 
After a month’s trial when only three 
were regular. in attendance, the idea 
was dropped for that year. 

Last fall we started the class again 
with the three regulars from the year 








Dedication of Small Gifts 
By Florence Pedigo Jansson 


MONG the multitude a lad, 
Who brought his lunch that day, 
Gave to the Master all he had, 
Obedient to His way. 


This meager gift the Master’s hand 
Enlarged by blessed touch; 

Amazed, the crowd saw food expand 
From meagerness to,much. 


The gifts we have may seem but small 
Until we dedicate 

To God, in simple faith, our all— 
And He will make it great. 


September 23, 1961 (Lesson for October 8) 


By CATHARINE BRANDT 


before and the new crop of college- 
agers. 

The teacher strives to tie the Sunday 
school lesson in with the problems and 
questions these young people face, most 
of whom are in secular colleges. For 
instance the class studied a series of 
lessons on the inspiration of the Bible, 
and how the Bible can answer a young 
person’s questions. Another series was 
on the meaning of such terms as fun- 
damentalism, neo-orthodoxy, and mod- 
ernism. The next series was on the 
church through the ages and a Chris- 
tian’s responsibility to the church. 

We subscribe to a college magazine 
(His) and pass it from pupil to pupil 
during the week. A number of other 
Christian periodicals, carrying articles 
pertinent to class discussions, are cir- 
culated among the young people. 

Experience has taught us that this age 
group is not interested in working out 
weekly lessons in a quarterly; so the 
teacher assigns “think” questions for 
the entire class, or special reference 
projects. These come up for discus- 
sion the next week. It is important 
that these assignments be called for 
later, or the young people will consider 
them unimportant. 

The ideal teacher of a college-age 
class would be a _ college professor. 
Lacking such, as we did, you must lo- 
cate someone else. Such a teacher must 
like young people, have a sense of hu- 
mor, and a driving desire to study and 
learn. Never be too proud to say, “I 
do not know, but I will look it up and 
we will talk about it next Sunday.” 

Now when our out-of-town college- 
agers return, we have a class for them, 
a class that has averaged eight to ten 
pupils every Sunday this year. From 
this group we expect to get the future 
leaders of our church. 
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Coffee and Crumpets in the Crypt 


Reaching teen-agers in Australia 
By JAMES W. REAPSOME 


OW do you address the Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral (Anglican), I 
wondered as I was on my way to lunch with the Rev. Dr. S. Barton 
Babbage of Melbourne, Australia. The question soon dissolved as I met 
the charming visitor from Down Under, a man who has done much to further 
the cause of the Gospel in that land. In his bright tie and dark suit, he 
looked the part of a typical American businessman as he sat chatting with 
two friends from Australia. It was not long, however, before I discovered 
why his ministry has been so greatly used throughout Australia. 

His warm, sensitive spirit; his keen awareness of current issues; his insight 
into the needs of people all became apparent as we talked. Here was a man 
who was certain that the message of salvation through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the fellowship of His Church were the real anchors of life 
for men and women and young people in a distressing, turbulent age. 

Dr. Babbage has been especially concerned about keeping young people in 
the church. In Australia the Sunday school program keeps youngsters until 
they reach 14, then they disappear. They have to be brought back into the 
life of the church by an active young people’s program. At St. Paul’s 
Dr. Babbage tried something new: coffee and crumpets in the crypt (base- 
ment) of the cathedral after the Sunday evening service. (“We still have 
Sunday evening services, you know,” he said, obviously indicating his knowl- 
edge of the situation prevalent in many communities in the United States 
where Sunday evening services are scarce.) 

The dean meets and chats with the young people. The “atmosphere” 
includes soft music and light from candles stuck in bottles. The crypt is 
packed with young people and attendance has increased by 300 at the 
evening services. “Deano’s Crypt,” it is called. Many teen-agers outside 
the church have been reached in this way. University students also come. 

“We found our young people were going to coffee houses and so we decided 
to provide the atmosphere they wanted right here,” Dr. Babbage explained. 
The experiment has been eminently successful. Other churches are bringing 
groups of young people to the crypt. 

Commenting on the Billy Graham Crusade in Melbourne, Dr. Babbage 
said its lasting effect was to be seen in the changed lives of individuals and 
in the new vigor and strength in the churches. Before taking up teaching 
duties at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., the dean joined the 
Graham Crusade team in Philadelphia. He noted that crusade techniques 
were much the same here as in Australia. He served as chairman of the 
Melbourne Crusade. 

Dean Babbage also conducts evangelistic missions at universities in Aus- 
tralia. Recently he was on the campus at the University of Sydney for a 
series of lectures for the Inter-Varsity Fellowship when the Archbishop of 
Sydney and Primate of Australia, Dr. Hugh Gough, criticised the university’s 
philosophy professors for teaching “free love” which he felt paves the way 
for Communism. The criticism started a nation-wide debate. Students pro- 
tested and carried placards saying, “Gough, Go Home.” The archbishop © 
is also a thorough evangelical. 

However, Dr. Babbage has noted much more public emphasis on sex in 
the United States than in Australia, particularly in advertising and in maga- 
zines and paperback books. He noted that several U. S. publications are 
banned in Australia. 

Two members of the Graham team, the Rev. Leighton Ford and the 
Rev. Joseph Blinco, will return to Australia for follow-up crusades. A wel- 
come rally is planned for September 27 in Sydney Stadium, which seats 
10,000 people. From September 30 to December 10 there will be a series 
of three-day crusades in strategic centers across the country and a one-week 
crusade in Melbourne. 

Christians in America can be thankful for men of stature such as Dean 
Babbage who are faithfully proclaiming the Gospel in Australia. These men, 
too, need our prayers. 
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Why Were the Maccabees 
Left Out? 


I have a question which has been 
asked in our Sunday school class, 
Why were the Maccabees taken from 
the Bible? I would like all the infor- 
mation you can give me.—A Pennsyl. 
vania reader. 

First and Second Maccabees are the 
thirteenth .and fourteenth books of the 
Apocrypha, dating from the first and 
second centuries, B.C. From “The Story 
of Our English Bible,” by Walter Scott 
(Pickering and Inglis, Glasgow), the 
following is taken: 


The Hebrew Bible or Old Testament 
was completed with Malachi. Then 
about 284 B.C. the Septuagint or Greek 
translation of the Sacred Hebrew 
Books was begun, and finished about 
130 years before Christ. But long after 
the Old Testament was complete in 
Hebrew, certain books were written 
by Jews in Alexandria and elsewhere 
—dates and names of authors being 
uncertain—which were bound up with 
the Septuagint. These books are 
termed the Apocrypha. They are use- 
ful as connecting links of history 
between the Testaments, but are ut- 
terly destitute of Divine authority, nor 
do the books themselves claim to be 
inspired. The differences between the 
Apocrypha and the Hebrew Bible as 
to character, style, and subjects are 
patent... 

The Apocrypha was first received as 
canonical by the Council of Trent, 
1545, and is highly regarded by Roman 
Catholics throughout the world. 

The following statements are impor- 
tant to remember: 

1. No portion of the Apocrypha was 
written in Hebrew, but all in Greek, 
although by Jews, and never formed 
part of the Hebrew canon. 

2. It was written more than a cen- 
tury after the completion of the Old 
Testament. ‘ 

3. It was never regarded by the 
Jews or their writers as possessing the 
slightest claim to inspiration. 

4. Neither the Lord nor apostles ever 
cited from, or referred to, the Apoc- 
rypha. 

With the above agree the statements 
concerning the Apocrypha made by Ira 
Maurice Price, D.D., in “The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible” (published in 
1906 by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany and unfortunately out of print). 
In conclusion he said: “There are many 
statements in rabbinical writings that 
limit the canon to the regular books of 


the early Syriac version, every book 
not contained therein.” 


we 


God’s commandments are given to be 
kept, not just to be admired and dis- 
cussed and studied. They do not con- 
stitute a subject of academic inquiry; 
they are to be obeyed.—J. C. Macaulay. 
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Beverly's Bible 


A children’s story from real life 


EVERLY SMITH had only been to 

Sunday school a few times, but 
she had already believed in the Lord 
Jesus, and accepted Him as her Saviour. 
Now the thing she wanted more than 
anything else was a Bible. 

As soon as she was saved, Beverly 
had wished for -a copy of God’s Word 
for her very own. But she could not 
think of any way to get one. She had 
no money. She could not ask her fa- 
ther or mother for one, because they 
had no Bible either and they did not 
love the Lord Jesus. If only her birth- 
day were coming she might have gotten 
a Bible for her birthday, but her birth- 
day had been in the fall and now it 
was spring. 

In April, Beverly’s Sunday school 
started to learn the Scripture Cate- 
chism card on “The Bible,” and every 
Sunday they sang choruses about the 
Bible. They learned “The Best Book 
To Read Is the Bible,” “Read Your 
Bible, Pray Every Day,” and “Read 
Your Bible, Read It Through and 
Through.” How Beverly wished she 
had a Bible that she could read! Her 
teacher said to the children, “If you 
are not old enough yet to read the Bible 
for yourself, ask your mother or father 
to read it to you.” But that didn’t 
help Beverly because her mother and 
father had no Bible to read to her. 
Anyway she knew that if she had a 
Bible, she could read some of it for 
herself, because she could read every 
verse on the card called “The Bible.” 
Although Beverly was only in the third 
grade, she was a very good reader. 

All the other children in her class 
had little Bibles, and they were all 
alike. Beverly asked one of the girls 
where she got her Bible. “This is just 
a Testament,” said Rosie. “You get a 
Testament when you graduate out of 
the Beginners’ Department. Next fall 
we will graduate out of the Primary 
Department, and then we will get big 
Bibles.” 

But fall seemed a long way off to 
Beverly. “If only I had gone to Sun- 
day school before I went to school, I 
would have had a little Bible now,” she 
said to herself. “There just doesn’t 
seem any way to get a Bible for a long, 
long time.” 

All of a sudden Beverly thought of 
something. “The Lord Jesus could give 
me a Bible. I’m His little girl now. 
I’m sure He wants me to have a Bible. 
I'll just ask Him for a Testament. I 
can wait for a big Bible till Promotion 
Day because that’s when the rest of the 
class will get theirs.” 

As soon as Beverly started praying 
for a Testament, she felt happier. “I 
know the Lord will send me one,” she 
Said to herself. “I don’t know how, but 
He can do anything.” So she prayed 
for a Testament every night before she 
went to bed, and she looked for it 
every day. 


September 23, 1961 (Lesson for October 8) 


By VIVIAN D. GUNDERSON 


One day two strange men came to 
Beverly’s school. She saw them stand- 
ing in the hall talking to the principal; 
when she went out for recess. On the 
playground she heard a fourth grade 
girl say, “One of those Gideons is my 
uncle.” 

The girl she was talking to said, 
“What are Gideons?” 

“Oh they’re men who go round giving 
Testaments away,” said the first girl. 

Beverly stood still transfixed with de- 
light. Maybe her prayer would be an- 
swered that very day. But her hopes 
were dashed the next minute. The 
second girl said, “What are the Gideons 
at our school for?” 

And the first one answered, “Uncle 
told me that they were going to give 
a Testament to everyone in the fifth 
grade.” 

How disappointed Beverly felt! If 
only she were in the fifth grade! She 
walked sadly off. Then all of a sudden 


she remembered. The Lord Jesus could | 


send her a Testament even if she wasn’t 
in the fifth grade. She stopped to pray 
silently once more, “Lord Jesus, please 
send me a Testament soon.” Then she 
ran to jump rope with the other girls. 
She knew that the Lord had heard her 
prayer. 

At noontime Beverly saw children 
coming out of the fifth-grade room with 
beautiful red Testaments with gold let- 
tering on them. She looked longingly 
at them and waited till all the fifth 
gtaders had gone out. Then she peeked 
into their room to see if the Gideons 
were still there. They were not. No 
one was in the room but the teacher. 
She smiled at Beverly, and Beverly 
smiled back. All of a sudden Beverly 
saw. something. There was a little red 
Testament in the wastebasket! She 
pulled it out quickly and handed it to 
the teacher, exclaiming, “Look what I 
found in your wastebasket!” 

The teacher said, “I suppose one of 
the boys dropped it in as he went past.” 

“He must be very sad to have lost 
it,” said Beverly. “I expect he’s look- 
ing all over for it now. If you tell me 
what he was wearing, I think I could 
find him on the playground and give 
it to him.” ; 

“I’m afraid he put it in the waste- 
basket on purpose,” said the teacher. 

“Beverly’s eyes grew round with hor- 
ror. Would anyone put God’s Book in 
the wastebasket on purpose?” she asked 
in a shocked voice. 

“I’m afraid so,” said the teacher. 

“Doesn’t he really want it?” asked 
Beverly. 

“No, I’m sure he doesn’t,” said the 
teacher. 

“Do you suppose I could have it?” 
asked Beverly eagerly. 

“Of course you can have it,” said the 
teacher, picking up some papers to cor- 
rect. 

“Oh, thank you very much!” ex- 
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claimed Beverly. She held the precious 
Book in both her hands all the way 
home. 

The next Sunday Beverly took her 
Testament to Sunday school and showed 
it to her teacher. She said, “I asked 
the Lord to send me a Testament, and 
here it is.” Then she told her teacher 
the story I have just told you. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


TIMES BOOK REVIEWS 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Introduction to Dogmatic Theology. 
By Edward Arthur Litton. (James 
Clarke & Co., Ltd., 33 Store St., London, 
W. C. 1, England; 27s. 6d. net.) Pub- 
lished first toward the close of the last 
century to provide a compendium of 
theology in the Anglican tradition, this 
reprint is an excellent survey of the 
Scriptural basis for that theology and 
of the ‘controversies that have colored 
its history. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 
acknowledged his indebtedness to the 
volume “which for clearness of view, 
firmness of grasp, balance of statement, 
and forcefulness of presentation, re- 
mains unsurpassed among works on 
Anglican Dogmatics.” 

Litton’s treatment of doctrines is se- 
lective. The largest section of the book 
deals with “The Communion of Saints,” 
including “The Church” and “The 
Means of Grace.” The section on es- 
chatology was deleted by Litton in the 
second edition, but restored posthum- 
ously by the publishers of the third 
and final edition. Since the material is 
treated in a brief and tentative man- 
ner, the judgment of the publishers 
might be questioned. 

In the book, the author accepts the 
teaching of his church as it is embodied 
in the Thirty-Nine Articles, and then 
proceeds to show the Scriptural basis- 
of such teaching. In the process he sets 
it over against Romanism; and within 
Protestantism, over against Lutheran- 
ism, Arminianism, and _ occasionally 
against extremes of Calvinism. On sec- 
ondary matters, Litton is not dogmatic, 
at the same time indicating his prefer- 
ence. Such preferences include dichot- 
omy, traducianism, and Romans 7 as 
biographical of Paul the believer. His 
conclusions regarding baptism are in- 
conclusive—he accepted infant baptism, 
but apparently with little Scriptural 
justification. In regard to polity, Litton 
was far from being of High Church 
persuasion. 

For the reader who desires a good 
introduction to theology, some of its his- 
tory and some of its controversies, this 
volume will fill that purpose admirably. 
—John W. Sanderson, Jr. 


(9) 745 








i 
i; 
4 

Mf 

4 

q 





pe 2 
October 8 





Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Phil. 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 


conformable unto his death; 


11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of 


the dead. 


12 Not as though I had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 


International Uniform Lesson 





HOW CHRISTIANS GROW 


Matthew 11:28-30; Luke 9:51-56; 1 Corinthians 3:1-4; Philippians 3:4-17; 


printed text, Philippians 3:8-17 


Golden Text.—I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 


in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 3:14 


that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus, 


13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 


14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high call- 


ing of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: 
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall re- 
veal even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
SSENTIAL to all life is the law of 
E; growth. If it lives it must grow! 
This is true of life on every level, 
whether vegetable, animal, or human. 

The Christian is the possessor of di- 
vine life—even that of God Himself. 
And this, too, manifests itself according 
to its nature, producing fruit in the 
form of righeous conduct, love, truth, 
and so forth. 

Every sincere Christian desires to 
grow. But the development of the new 
life requires the right spiritual soil. 
According to the Lord Jesus, the 
“thorns” of earthly cares, riches, and 
worldly pleasures will choke it (see 
Luke 8:14). Indulging the flesh, or 
carnal Adamic nature, will have the 
same effect. If it is grievous to see a 
human being whose growth is stunted, 
having perhaps a fully developed body 
and an infantile brain, how much sadder 
in God’s eyes to see one of His children 
wha remains a spiritual baby when he 
should be a mature spiritual man! He 
would have us remain children only in 
malice, but in understanding He wants 
us to be men (see 1 Cor. 14:20). 


Verse by Verse 

Phil. 3:8.—“Yea doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things . . . that I may win Christ.” 
Paul has just outlined his enviable 
pedigree as a natural Jew, and the fact 
that on his meeting with Christ he had 
renounced it as entire loss. In fact, 


having lost everything for the sake of 
Christ, he had no afterregrets, but re- 
garded it as filth in contrast to the 
glorious knowledge of the Christ Jesus 
whom he had come to love and whom 
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he gladly confessed as personal Lord. 

Verse 9—“And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” Paul’s great 
ambition was to gain Christ and to be 
found in Him in a realized experience. 
It was not a matter of his position; 
that had been settled long ago. From 
the day of his conversion he had been 
“in Christ” (see 2 Cor. 5:17); but he 
longed for the experiential enjoyment 
of this. This would be altogether apart 
from any fancied self-attained right- 
eousness, but would be in a righteous 
standing provided by God Himself. The 
means of this would be “through faith 
in Christ” (A.S,V.). 

Verse 10.—“That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death.” 
Paul’s desire is for an intimate knowl- 
edge of the living Lord of Glory, a 
knowledge that will evidence Christ’s 
resurrection power in his own life (Eph. 
1:19, 20) and a knowledge that results 
in obedience at the cost of self. This 
obedience produces a desire to realize 
in his own experience that same renunci- 
ation of self-will that was demonstrated 
by the Lord Jesus in His suffering 
and death (Luke 22:42; Rom. 6:5, 6). 
“Being made conformable” is an inner 
experience which relates to the essential 
form and not the outer fashion; not 
merely undergoing physical death like 
Christ, but conforming to the spirit and 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold, I am the Lord, the God 
of all flesh: is there any thing too 
hard for me?” (Jer. 32:27.) 























temper, the meekness and submissive- 
ness of Christ. 


Verse 11—“If by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.” This is not doubt, but humility 
leading to a free purpose of heart to 
have a part in “the resurrection of life” 
(John 5:29). Paul anticipates realizing 
the victorious, risen life of Christ‘ in 
his own personality and uniting with 
the spirits of just men made perfect. 
To know Christ in His resurrection 
power and in fellowship with His suf- 
ferings is to be on the way to Glory 
through resurrection. 


Verse 12—“Not as though I... were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if 
that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 
Christ had laid hold of Paul, making 
him His own. This man, therefore, was 
pressing forward to lay hold upon the 
prize of which he had just spoken. He 
was quick to declare, however, that he 
had not yet attained it, but it was the 
goal toward which he was pressing. 


Verse 13.—“Brethren, I count not my- 
self to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before.” Again 
Paul assures his readers that he had not 
yet gotten possession of his objective. 
Nevertheless, he had once and for all 
turned his back upon the past, with both 
its failures and its achievements, and 
was pressing on with every ounce of 
spiritual energy. 

Verse 14—“I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.”. The calling is from 
Heaven and to Heaven. The prize is 
bound up with the calling; promised 
when the call is issued; given when the 
call is fulfilled. The picture is of a 
runner bearing down upon the goal, 
stretching forward to win the prize— 
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receiving in fullness all that God has 


given us in Christ. This is the be- 
liever’s “crown of glory” (1 Pet. 5:4), 
“crown of righteousness” (2 Tim. 4:8), 
and “crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

Verse 15.—“Let us therefore, as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded: and if 
in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you.” 
“Perfect” here means full-grown or ma- 
ture. All who are such, he exhorts, 
should have the same burning desire 
as he has just outlined. If, however, 
this is not their present bent, God 
could be depended upon to reveal this 
also to them, for He delights to teach 
the teachable. The word “even” might 
better be translated “also.” 

Verse 16—‘“Nevertheless, whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing.” Each one should continue in 
the same course, pressing constantly 
toward this worthy goal, in fellowship 
and in step with his fellow believers. 

Verse 17.—“Brethren, be followers to- 
gether of me, and mark them which 
walk so as ye have us for an ensample.” 
Paul and his associates lived what they 
taught, and in this full confidence he 
could urge his converts to be imitators 
of both himself and these others. Free 
of all artificial professionalism, their 
lives were truly godly, and thus in full 
sincerity, and without boastful egotism, 
he could refer to themselves as models. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


While growth is one of the laws of 
all life, this is not attained by effort. 
That tree, that flower, or that boy does 
not develop by trying, struggling, or 
resolving. Growth depends upon soil, 
food, and sunshine, and as the plant 
abides in these and draws into itself 
its nourishment, it develops. Rest is 
also essential where human growth is 
involved. 

Basic to all this, of course, is the 
possession of life itself. We do not 
grow into grace, but, having received 
the gift of eternal life through faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are urged 
to “grow in grace” (2 Pet. 3:18). Grace, 
therefore, is the soil in which the new 
life develops. 

Our Lord commanded us to take His 
yoke and learn of Him (see Matt. 11: 
29). This means submitting to His au- 
thority. On another occasion He re- 
proved the angry James and John for 
wishing to wreak vengeance upon some 
people who peremptorily refused their 
Master (see Luke 9:51-56). This sug- 
gests that we may grow spiritually by 
showing patience and curbing our nat- 
ural tendency to retaliate. 

Among the weeds that ever plague 
our growth in Christ is the tendency 
toward allowing leaders—especially 
gifted leaders—to eclipse our view of 
the Lord Himself. To become unduly 
occupied with the servants tends to. 
turn our eye away from the Master, 
and issues in a dwarfing of our develop- 
ment (see 1 Cor. 3: 1-4). 

Paul gained extraordinary spiritual 
Stature by making the Christ of Glory 
his one great goal, and by bending all 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1. October 1.—How Jesus Grew. Deu- 
teronomy 6:1-9; Luke 2:39-52 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. October 15.—Growth in Knowledge 
of God. Matthew 5:17-20, 38-48; 
John 16:12-15 





of his energies toward that pursuit. Re- 
nouncing everything that attached to 
self—not only nature’s liabilities but 
also its fancied assets—he was con- 
sumed by one passion—to know the liv- 
ing Christ in Glory and to be conformed 
to Him in everything. Such an attitude 
will always produce fullest spiritual 
maturity. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The hindrances to growth (Luke 9: 

51-56; 1 Cor. 3: 1-4) 

2. The helps to growth (Matt. 11: 28-30) 
3. The highway to growth (Phil. 3: 4-17) 


Topics for Development 


The Tragedy of the Immature Chris- 
tian. In the main there are but two 
kinds of Christians—spiritual and car- 
nal. The spiritual are those whose lives 
are marked by the control of the Holy 
Spirit. The carnal are those who are 
dominated by the old or fleshly nature, 
and who are marked by self-will rather 
than the will of God. The former are 
on the road to full spiritual manhood. 
The latter remain babes. The spiritual 
are able to take solid food; the babes 
remain on milk. Now, a healthy baby 
is a delight to all. What is sweeter? 
But for that infant to remain an infant 
is tragic. What is sadder? 

On the human level we have all 
known persons who, while having de- 
veloped physically, have not developed 
emotionally, and who still react like 
children. Or, worse still, they are men- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


OW may we receive eternal life? 
2. In the light of today’s lesson 
how does this new life grow? 

3. If we learn of Christ, what will we 
find for our souls? 

4. How did James and John want to 
treat the Samaritans who refused hos- 
pitality to Jesus? 

5. Why did the Lord rebuke these 
two disciples? 

6. What was stunting the growth of 
the Corinthians? 

7. How did Paul evaluate his natural 
pedigree? 

For DIscussION 

1. In the light of Paul’s statement in 
Philippians 3:4-8, wherein lies the grave 
danger of having a background of social 
and religious advantages? 

2. By what means can we appropriate 
the resurrection power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for our personal problems 
and for victory over sin? 

3. Discuss the twofold sense of “per- 
fect” (see Phil. 3:12, 15). 


(Answers on page 752) 





tally retarded. The same condition ap- 
plies to the Christian church. There 
are believers who never grow up and 
mature in the things of God. When 
they should be eating meat they are 
still on~ the bottle. The Corinthians 
were like this.. Paul’s words to them 
(see 1 Cor. 3:1-4) were a blend of both 
heartache and rebuke. Up to that time 
he had been unable to feed them on 
anything more than milk. 

What was stunting their growth? 

The answer lies in their undue occu- 
pation with, and their overexaltation 
of, gifted preachers; so much so that 
they were giving their allegiance to 
these as their followers. Concomitant 
with this was their childish attitude 
toward one another. They were bick- 
ering and quarrelsome. 

God wants us to leave behind us the 
cradle and playpen, and to grow up to 
be true men of God. This can be real- 
ized only as we deny the appetites of 
the flesh and yield every new day to 
the will of God, finding our ability in 
the ungrieved power of the indwelling 
Spirit. 

Can you think of other ingredients 
that are conducive to Christian growth?- 


Practical Applications 


I read a story awhile ago about a 
rifleman who was shooting at a certain 
target in a marksmanship. contest. His 
aim was astonishingly accurate, and he 
scored many bulls-eyes. And yet when 
all the results were tabulated he scored 
zero. The reason? He was shooting at 
the wrong target! 

Life is full of such things. There are 
multitudes today who shoot accurately 
at the target of business success, or the 
target of marriage and family success. 
Others aim at social or popularity suc- 
cess; and these often rate a high score. 
The tragedy, however, is that these are 
not life’s true targets! Our Lord urged 
us to “seek ... first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness” (Matt. 6: 
33), assuring us that, if we obey, all the 
temporal necessities of life will be 
added. 

In outlining his consuming ambition 
to the Philippians, Paul declared, “This 
one thing I do” (3:13). He forgot the 
past and pressed forward toward his 
goal with holy spiritual determination. 
This was to know and to magnify 
Christ, and to spread the knowledge 
of His grace to all men. Everything 
else was of relatively minor conse- 
quence. “I press toward the mark for 
the prize,” he cried (Phil. 3:14). 

There are well over two billions of 
human beings on the earth, and each 
is trying to please someone. By far 
the largest majority are self-pleasers. 
A smaller percentage are man-pleasers. 
A relative few are true God-pleasers. 
In all honesty, now, into which class 
do I really fit? 


Golden Text 

Phil. 3:14—“I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” Paul set for his su- 
preme life goal and most highly valued 
prize the fulfillment of the call of God. 
He longed to be conformed in life and 
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in death to his beloved Saviour who 
had called him. Paul was “in Christ.” 
Everything in life was worth giving up 
to realize the purposes for which the 
Lord Jesus had saved him. And be- 
yond, he knew of a “crown of righteous- 
ness,” the incorruptible prize. 
NortTH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 














TE 57 Ws "OD, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsTEeD HyMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 
“Living for Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that in the 
Gospel Thou dost give Thyself to us. 
Help us to realize the wonder of this 
and to marvel at the costly love that 
moved Thee to give the Lord Jesus to 
be man’s Saviour, when we had gone 
so far astray. Because Thou didst not 
spare Thine only Son, but gavest Him 
for a world undone, may we keep noth- 
ing back from Thee. Draw many hearts 
this day to pray: “Now to be Thirze, 
yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I 
come.” Bless our study of this lesson 
and its picture of one who was Christ’s 
and His alone. May we, too, be wholly 
His. Forgive us that we have counted 
some things more precious than Christ. 
Show us the beauty and wonder of His 
saving love and power so that our lives 
may have no more room for the idols 
of the earth. Cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness and renew a right spirit 
within us. Guide and keep us this 
week that we may fulfill Thy purposes 
for us and be a blessing to others. Help 
our troubled world to understand that 
our basic disorder is in falling away 
from Thee and building life around self. 
Send out with power Thy call for men 
to repent and receive the Saviour and 
may great and small respond with all 
their hearts. These mercies we ask in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





“My Utmost for His Highest” 
ALL GIVEN o's 


TO HIM 

After the Lesson—My Utmost for His 
Highest is the title of a Christian de- 
votional book by Oswald Chambers. 
The same words could serve as a title 
for the picture of Paul that this lesson 
presents. He put his utmost into living 
for Christ. Things for which he once 
had lived he had thrown aside as rub- 
bish compared with Christ (v. 7). Noth- 
ing was too precious to sacrifice for 
Paul to be at his best for his Lord. 
Nor was anything so difficult or dan- 
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gerous as to daunt Paul and turn him 
aside from an all-out Christian life. He 
kept right on in spite of everything. 
He says in our Golden Text, “I press 
toward the mark for the prize”’—the 
prize, surely, of winning his Lord’s 
“well done.” Here is the picture of an 
athlete putting all he has into winning 
the prize. Is there anything like that 
about our Christianity? 

-Let us pray for such an understand- 
ing of what we owe to our Saviour, 
such an experience of His saving power, 
and such a love for Him that our life 
motto just has to be “My Utmost for 
His Highest.” 

OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, e Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1962 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
First Step—I press toward the mark 

for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14, Golden 
Text). “A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with but a. single step.” This 
ancient saying of a Chinese sage is 
carved in stone above the entrance to 
a certain city savings bank. It re- 
minds those who enter that a financial 
goal that seems unattainable can be 
reached by persistent saving of small 
sums added at regular intervals to an 
initial deposit. Children are encour- 
aged to persevere to the end of a task 
begun by this'aphorism: “One step and 
then another and the longest walk is 
ended; one brick and then another and 
the highest wall is built.” Mature Chris- 
tians are constrained to “press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the up- 
ward call of God in Christ Jesus.” That 
our steps be turned in the right di- 
rection is important. It is easy to be 
deluded by false lights and to start on 
the broad way that leads to destruction. 
God, through the psalmist says, “I will 
instruct thee and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee 
with mine eye” (Psa. 32:8).—Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Obvious Improvement.—Not having 
mine own righteousness (Phil. 3:9). It 
happened that a white man and a North 
American Indian were deeply convicted 
under the same sermon. The Indian 
was almost immediately made to rejoice 
in pardoning merey, but the white man 
was for a long time in great distress of 
mind. At last he, too, found comfort 
in God’s forgiving love. Some time 
afterward, on meeting his Indian 
brother, he thus addressed him: “How 
was it that I should be so long under 
conviction, when you found comfort so 
soon?” “Oh, brother,” replied the In- 
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dian, “me tell you. There come. along _ 


a rich prince; he promise to give you 
a new coat. You look at your coat, 
and say, ‘My coat pretty good; it will 
do a little longer.’ He then offer me 
a new coat. I look at my old blanket, 
I say, ‘This good for nothing.’ I fling 
it right away and take the new coat. 
Just so, brother, you try to make your 
old righteousness do for a little while; 
but I, poor Indian, had none. So I 
glad to receive at once the righteous- 
ness of the Lord Jesus.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Firsthand Knowledge.——That I may 
know him (Phil. 3:10). One day a 
group of us were drinking tea in a tent, 
A discussion began, and it turned to re- 
ligion. Finally the talk veered to 
Christ. At this point a young scientist 
turned to me with a rather patronizing 
air and said: “But you don’t really be- 
lieve, do you, that Jesus is the Son of 
God?” “Yes,” I replied, “I do.” “But 
how can you prove it?” he said. “How 
do you know it is true?” I shall never 
forget what followed. I looked him 
straight in the eye and said: “How do 
I know that Jesus is the Son of God? 
I know it because I know Him per- 
sonally.” -For at least a half minute 
our eyes locked. Then he turned away, 
The argument was over. It is when 
Christ is really our life, we know Him 
with an immediacy of personal knowl- 
edge that is  unmistakable—From 
Christianity Today. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. 
Wales, Eng. 


Cannibals or Worms.—If by any 
means I might attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead (Phil. 3:11). My 
mother’s church in Great Hamilton 
Street, in Glasgow, had for a church 
missionary a young man who had 
worked his way through the university 
and theological seminary. He was so 
successful in his Christian work that 
his mission developed into a church 
where hundreds of young men and 
women gathered as early as_ seven 
o’clock in the morning to hear him 
teach the Bible. One day at a meeting 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland, the delegates, unable to 
secure a missionary to join one already 
gone out to the South Seas, cast lots. 
The result was so indecisive that no 
one was chosen. But this young min- 
ister, who had “continually heard the 
wailing of the perishing heathen in the 
South Seas” during his latest years in 


learning’s halls, now heard a voice urg- . 


ing him to rise and offer himself. All 
his friends besieged him with their op- 
position to his going, pointing to the 
blessing upon his work in Glasgow. 
One of his parishioners always ended 
his arguments of protest by saying, “The 
cannibals! You will be eaten by canni- 
bals!” To this the young man an- 
swered, “If I can but live and die, serv- 
ing and honoring the Lord Jesus, it 
will make no difference to me whether 
I am eaten by cannibals or by worms; 
and in the Great Day my resurrection 
body will arise as fair as yours in the 
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likeness of our risen Redeemer.” The 
man was John G. Paton.—From 

Dr. Clarence E. Macartney. Sent by 

Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Day by Day.—Not as though I had 
already attained ... but I follow after 
(Phil. 3:12). The conquest of Everest 
by man was something of which to be 
proud—not because the way was easy, 
but because the climbers had to face 
such tremendous perils and difficulties. 
In the Christian life the path ahead is 
not always strewn with roses. There 
are perils ahd difficulties to be en- 
countered, days in the valley when the 
vision of the heights grows dim. Take 
heart from the experience of the moun- 
tain climbers. They did not reach the 
summit in one bold stride; they pro- 
gressed step by step, day by day. So 
take no anxious thought for tomorrow. 
Ask God for strength equal to one day, 
and press on in the assurance that your 
Heavenly Father will be with you-- 
From the Prophetic News. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. 
Wales, Eng. 


Look Ahead.—Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before 
(Phil. 3:13). In the Olympic games 
some years ago, .. . one day the two 
hundred-meter dash was run. Charlie 
Paddock of California, heralded as the 
fleetest-footed man living, led out well 
in front of a field of world-famed 
sprinters, and though pressed hard 
toward the finish, neared the tape an 
apparent winner. Just at the last, how- 
ever, he turned his head to look at his 
competitors, one of whom in the very 
fraction of a second flashed across the 
line, a winner by inches. In the mo- 
ment of assurance, instead of putting all 
his energy into a leap at the tape, Pad- 
dock turned his attention upon others 
in the race and lost the Olympic crown. 
These games were well known to the 
Apostle Paul, who drew from them 
some vivid lessons in the Christian life. 
If he could speak to us now, how would 
he have us profit from the sad defeat 
of Charlie Paddock?—From Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


No Longer Interested. —And if in any 
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall 
reveal even this unto you (Phil. 3:15). 
The writer was on the Congressional, 
which runs between New York and 
Washington, on the afternoon before the 
inauguration of President Kennedy. At 
Newark, N. J., a woman about forty 
boarded the train and found a seat be- 
side him. As the engine broke down 
and delayed the train two hours, there 
was time for conversation. It developed 
that this woman was an enthusiastic 
admirer of John F. Kennedy. She said 
she believed that he is America’s savior, 
and will be recognized as one of the 
greatest presidents. Switching the talk 
to other channels, we asked her about 
her church, and found she belonged to 
an evangelical church. Asked whether 
she herself had ever been born again, 
she replied, “Years ago I received Christ 
88 my Saviour; but I’m almost entirely 





disinterested now.” As we sought to 
know the reason for this unusual thing, 
it developed that it was her husband, 
before they were married, who had led 
her to Christ, but that in living with 
him she had found him inconsistent and 
insincere, and she “did not want a faith 
that lets a man live like that.” Mean- 
while there had been an increasing dis- 
turbance several seats up ahead. Two 
men who had been drinking heavily 
were in profane language letting every- 
one know that they were on their way 
to the inauguration, and daring any 
Republicans that might be on the train 
to stop them. Our companion was very 
displeased with their conduct. I said, 
“I suppose that you will not go through 
to the capital now.” “Why not?” she 
asked. “Well, you find those men very 
objectionable. Clearly they are strong 
backers of Mr. Kennedy. I assume, 
therefore, that you are no longer inter- 
ested'in him.” As she seemed puzzled, 
we reminded her that she had said she 
had lost interest in Christ because one 
of His followers had disappointed her. 
... She was silent for a moment, then, 
very graciously, said, “You put me to 
shame. You are right of course. I let 
the behavior of my former husband 
come between me and the Lord.”—From 
E. Schuyler English. Sent by Albert 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8).—The last 
exhortation of the Apostle Peter was: 
“Grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(2 Pet. 3:18). That is the proper way 
for Christians to grow. There is so 
much to know of the person and work 
of Christ. 

He is Lord and Saviour, and advocate 
(1 John 2:1), and High Priest (Heb. 
8:1), and intercessor (Heb. 7:25), and 
bridgegroom (John 3:29), and King (1 
Tim. 1:17), and blessed and only po- 
tentate (1 Tim. 6:15). - 

To know Him intimately is to have 
that “excellency of Knowledge” that 
the Apostle Paul mentions. “Yes, fur- 
thermore I count everything as loss 
compared to the possession of the 
priceless privilege—the overwhelming 
preciousness, the surpassing worth and 
supreme advantage—of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, and of progressively 
becoming more deeply and intimately 
acquainted with Him, of perceiving and 
recognizing and understanding Him 
more fully and clearly” (Phil. 3:8, Am- 
plified N.T.). 

To grow in this knowledge of Him, 
one must read, meditate on, and study 
the Holy Scriptures. Jeremiah said: 
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“Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of mine heart” (15: 
16). For top performance we must re- 
fuel daily from the Word. 


“. . . the righteousness which is of 
God by faith” (Phil. 3:9)—There are 
two kinds of righteousness—human and 

- divine. Saul of Tarsus had the first to 
a remarkable degree (vv. 4-6). But 
the one glimpse of Christ in Glory, 
which he had on the Damascus road, 
revealed to him that his own righteous- 
nesses were as “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6), 
like cloths around a leper. There he 
also discovered that faith in Christ 
would clothe him with divine righteous- 
ness. He lost no time calling Jesus 
‘Lord. Then he counted everything. but 
Christ as loss. Thirty years afterward 
he wrote, “I count all things but loss.” 
He had not changed his mind about it. 

Concerning this Dr. J. H. Jowett in 
his book, The High Calling says: “It is 
even so today when a Jew transfers 
his allegiance to the Lord Jesus.” He 
adds: “It was once my blessed privilege 
to be the human minister in leading a 
very clever young Jew into the light 
and liberty of Christ. As soon as con- 
straining grace had done its work, and 
the decisive step was taken, my friend 
was summarily bereft of all tender hu- 
man relationships, stripped bare to pov- 
erty, and in very literal truth he 
‘suffered the loss of all things.’ But 
what cared my rejoicing friend or what 
cared the exultant Paul?” 


“That I may know him” (Phil. 3:10). 
—Here Paul expresses the deepest de- 
sire of his being. He knew Him, even 
then as very few—if any—know Him. 
But there was still so much to know of 
Him, who is the treasure house of all 
wisdom and knowledge. 

He had seen Christ on the other side 
of resurrection, and he knew that Christ 
had laid hold of him to be with Him 
there. He had not apprehended, ob- 
tained, or received that prize as yet. 
“The power of his resurrection” was 
more than enough to meet every ob- 
stacle that might be in the way (Eph. 
1:19, 20; 3:20). 

“I press toward the mark for the 
prize” (Phil. 3:14)—The prize was 
Christ in Glory. He was in Christ, but 
nothing short of being with Christ and 
like Christ would satisfy him. 

Paul would be the Christian athlete, 
who having laid aside every weight 
(v. 8), looks not back, not to the right or 
left, but presses eagerly on to the full 
realization of the calling on high. The 
calling to things on high is the hope, 
the destiny of believers (vv. 20, 21; 
Rom. 8:29; 1 John 3:2) but are we, like 
the apostle, pressing on in spite of ob- 
stacles? Are we running with endur- 
ance the race set before us? 


“Let us therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded” (Phil. 3:15).— 
The word “perfect” here means “ma- 
ture,” or “full-grown.” Such Christians 
would have very little—if any—diffi- 
culty being likeminded with the apos- 
tle. But immature Christians might not 
see the matter in the same light as 
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Paul. These were assured that God 
would make it clear to them; only, 
says the apostle, “let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same thing” 
(v. 16). 

A poet—unknown to me—has said: 


When from Thy radiant throne on high 
Thou didst my fall and ruin see, 
Thou cam’st to earth for me to die, 
That I might share that throne with Thee. 
Loved with an everlasting love, 
My hopes, my joys are above. 
Let us not regard our calling on high 
as mere sentiment, but as a_ blessed 
hope! 


Wawona, Catir. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Learning Jesus’ Way 
(Luke 9:51-56) 


OULD you know how to drive a 

yoke of oxen? (Display a picture 
of a pair, and allow discussion of the 
use of oxen and a yoke.) Oxen were 
common when the Lord Jesus lived on 
earth. Someone find how many Job 
had (Job 1:3; 42:12); someone else find 
how many Elisha’s father had (1 Kings 


you notice one thing oxen were used 
for? (1 Kings 19:19.) Find other uses 
(Num, 7:3, 6. Explain that these were 
to be used to ‘carry the boards and 
heavy parts of the Tabernacle when the 
people moved. 2 Sam. 6:3, 6.) 

If you were an ox and had to work 
hard pulling loads and plowing, what 
four things would you wish for? (A 
comfortable yoke, a good master, a light 
load, rest.) When the Lord Jesus in. 
vited people to come to Him and learn 
how to live (show a picture of Christ 
with outstretched arms), He compared 
it to a tired ox that wanted all these 
things. (Read His words in Matthew 
11:28-30.) Do people get tired from 
the weight of their sin? Do they need 
to know how to tackle the problems of 
life in the best way? Do they want 
work that is just right for them? Who 
can help them? Can He help you? 

Then let us look at one problem you 
have. Someone does something mean 
to you. Immediately you want to: get 
even with him by doing something 
mean back to him. That only makes 
things worse between you, instead of 
better, doesn’t it? We are not tackling 
that problem the right way. Let us go 
to our Master and ask if there is an 
easier way. 

This is a story that really happened. 
The Jews and the Samaritans did not 
like each other, and the Samaritans 
especially did not like people going to 
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19:19); and someone else find how 
many a man bought (Luke 14:19). Dig 
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worship in Jerusalem instead of going to 
their own holy place. When the Lord 
Jesus and His friends went through 
Samaria (use a map, pointing out the 
route from Galilee to Jerusalem), the 
Samaritans in one town would not let 
them stay overnight. What did James 
and John want to do to get even? Read 
Luke 9:51-54. Would that make things 
better between the Jews and the Sa- 
maritans? What was the Lord’s way 
in a case like this? Read verses 55, 56. 
They went on to another village even 
though they were tired and it was get- 
ting late. But how much better than 
making trouble about it! 

Let us learn the Lord Jesus’ way to 
tackle this problem of folks doing mean 
things. Instead of doing back to them 
what they did to you—or something 
worse!—do back to them what you wish 
they had done to you. The Lord said 
it this way: “As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise” (Luke 6:31, Memory Verse). 
Ever hear that before? But how many 
times have you done it? 

How did the Lord Jesus grow as a 
boy? (Luke 2:40, last week’s Memory 
Verse, or v. 52.) Was He paying back 
good for evil even when a boy, do you 
think? When are you going to begin to 
grow that way? Today! All this week! 
Then remember: I’ll pay him back— 
not what he did to me—but what I wish 
he had done to me. Here is the Lord’s 
yoke and your directions for work this 
week. (Give each pupil—or have the 
children make in class—a little booklet. 
On the cover draw an outline of a 
yoke. Write the references: Sunday, 
Luke 6:31. Monday, Lev. 19:18; Tues- 
day, Prov. 24:29; Wednesday, Matt. 7: 
12; Thursday, Prov. 25:21, 22; Friday, 
Rom. 12:17-21; Saturday, Matt. 5:44; 
next Sunday, Prov. 20:22.) Next Sun- 
day tell us if you found that the Lord’s 
way worked better than the other. I 
will be watching to see—or hear—how 
you grow. So will the Lord Jesus, 
your Master! 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST Sunday we learned that the 
Christian life must begin with the 
hew birth. This morning we will mem- 
orize No. 2 on “The Christian Life” card: 
“By what means are we born again?” 
Answer: “By the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1: 
23). We are born again by the Word 
of God, and it is also by the Word of 
God, that we grow in the Christian life. 
In today’s lesson we will consider 
Specific ways in which we should grow. 
Read first Matthew 11:28-30. Here we 
have one of our Saviour’s loving invi- 
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tations. Those who have come to Him, 
weary and heavy laden with sins, have 
found in Him rest for their consciences. 
When Satan reminds one of these of 
his past sins, he can answer, “My sins 
have all been cleansed away by the 
blood of Jesus.” Blessed fact! 

A further rest is offered here, “Rest 
of soul.” Every true Christian wants 
to live a life pleasing to God, but some, 
after having accepted Christ by faith, 
try to live the Christian life in their 
own strength. They feel dissatisfied 
and defeated, because it is not possible 
that way. 

A mountain climber once struggled 
up a high, slippery peak with great 
difficulty and almost superhuman ex- 
ertion. When he reached the top, he 
discovered wagon tracks and the re- 
mains of a picnic up there! After 
further searching, he found that there 
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was an easy way up from the other 
side. 

To the struggling Christian we can 
say, “Take the easier way.” Are you 
struggling to attain meekness? Here is 
the easy way: Walk with the Lord 
Jesus and learn to know Him. As we 
get to know Him, our pride melts away. 
He, the altogether lovely One, is “meek 
and lowly in heart.” How then can 
anyone walking with Christ feel proud, 
of himself? As we accept His yoke, 
which keeps us close to His side, we 
find rest unto our souls. 

Now read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4. A car- 
nal Christian is one who lives accord- 
ing to the dictates of his old nature, 
which means that he behaves like an 
unsaved person. It is not surprising if 
a newly saved person is a carnal Chris- 
tian, but it is sad if he does not start 
growing up. to be spiritual. One mark 





of the carnal Christian may be, as 
the Corinthians, that he is hard to get 
along with, or quarrelsome. We need 
to grow in Christian love and unity 
toward all true believers. 

Our last Scripture, Philippians 3:8-17, 
suggests other ways in which a Chris. 
tian should grow. Let us make a list 
of as many as we can find: (In willing. 
ness to sacrifice for the Lord. In the 
knowledge of the Lord. In the reali. 
zation of His power. In the fellowship 
of His sufferings. In greater appre- 
hension of Him, and of our calling 
in Him. In aspirations. In the reali- 
zation of these aspirations.) We only 
have time to consider one or two of 
these. ; 

Certainly the Apostle Paul was a 
shining example of joyfully giving up 
everything for Christ. Every Christian 
who has followed his Lord knows what 
it is to give up something for Christ 
Let us start growing in this direction. 
If we keep close to Jesus, it is easy, 
A thrill of joy comes to your heart 
when you say to the Lord, “I am giving 
up this treat, to give the money to 
Thy cause,” or “I'll stop doing this, al- 
though I enjoy it, because I know it is 
not pleasing to Thee.” I know a Chris- 
tian girl who gave up being a majorette 
because she felt the Lord did not like 
to see her in the abbreviated costume 
she-had to wear. She lost some popu- 
larity in high school, but rejoiced in 
the Lord’s approval, and soon after that 
He used:her to win a classmate to the 
Saviour. She said that that joy was a 
hundred times better than any amouht 
of popularity! 

A Christian should grow in aspiration, 
that is, he should constantly reach for- 
ward to higher ground in his Christian 
life. Perhaps when he was first saved, 
his greatest aim was to do something 
each day to please his Lord. That was 
fine, and a growing Christian cannot 
do less. But as he went on seeking to 
please Jesus, he began to find more 
things he could do for Him. A mature 
Christian does everything as unto the 
Lord, from morning till night. 

Instead then of grieving over past 
failures, let us forget them and think 
only of our wonderful Lord Jesus. Let 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 747) 


1. By receiving the Lord Jesus a 
personal Saviour. 

2. By taking Christ’s yoke, and by 
making Christ our chief goal. 

3. Rest. 

4. They wanted to destroy them ut 
terly. 

5. They were apparently unaware 
that He had come to save and not 0 
destroy. 

6. They were quarrelsome and éi- 
vious of one another, and gave honor # 
men that was due only to God. 

7. He counted it all as loss. 


NortH Patm BEAc#, FLA. 
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us, like the Apostle Paul, press for- 
le for the prizes the Lord has for 
all His faithful ones. Then, instead of 
being spiritual dwarfs, we will be grow- 

ing Christians. 
Note to Teachers: This quarter we are memo- 
the Scri ture Catechism card, ‘The Chris- 
ese may be ordered from Bible 


3 Gift ae 146 a Ave. S., Wisconsin 
Rapids, W: 5 cents a dozen. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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A Prayer of Repentance 
(Continued from page 738) 


instruct and influence me, so _ that, 
whether my abode here be longer or 
shorter, every year and month, every 
day and hour, may be used in such a 
manner as shall most effectually pro- 
mote Thine honor, and subserve the 
designs of Thy wise and gracious provi- 
dence. And I earnestly pray, that, 
whatever influence Thou givest me over 
others, in any of the superior relations 
of life in which I may stand, or in 
consequence of any peculiar regard 
which may be paid to me, Thou wouldst 
give me the strength and courage to 
exert myself to the utmost for Thy 
glory; resolving not only that I will 
myself do it, but that all others, so far 
as I can rationally and properly influ- 
ence them, “shall serve the Lord” (Josh. 
24:15). 

Nor do I only consecrate all that I 
am and have to Thy service, but I also 
most humbly resign, and submit to Thy 
holy and sovereign will, myself, and 
all that I can call mine. I leave, O 
Lord! to Thy management and direction, 
all I possess, and all I wish; and set 
every enjoyment and every interest be- 
fore Thee, to be disposed of as Thou 
pleasest. Continue or remove what Thou 
hast given me; bestow or refuse what 
I imagine I want, as Thou, Lord, shalt 
see good! And though I dare not say 
I will never repine, yet I hope I may 
venture to say, that I will labor not 
only to submit, but to acquiesce; not 
only to bear what Thou doest in Thy 
most afflictive dispensations, but to con- 
Sent to it, and to praise Thee for it; 
contentedly resolving, in all Thou ap- 
pointest for me, my will into Thine, 
and looking on myself as nothing, and 
on Thee, O God! as the great eternal 
ALL, whose word ought to determine 
everything, and whose government 
ought to be the joy of the whole ra- 
tional creation. 

Use me, O Lord! I beseech Thee, as 
the instrument of Thy glory; and honor 
me so far, as, either by doing or suffer- 
ing what Thou shalt appoint, to bring 
Some revenue of praise to Thee, and of 
benefit to the world in which I dwell! 
And may it please Thee, from this day 
forward, to number me among Thy 
Peculiar people that I may “no more be 
a stranger and foreigner, but a fellow 
citizen with the saints, and of the 
household of God!” (Eph, 2:19.) Re- 
ceive, O heavenly Father! Thy return- 
ing prodigal! Wash me in the blood of 
Thy dear Son! Clothe me with His 
Perfect righteousness; and sanctify me 
throughout by the power of Thy Spirit! 
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Destroy, I beseech Thee, more and more 
into Thine own image, and fashion me 
to the resemblance of Jesus, whom 
henceforward I would acknowledge as 
my teacher and sacrifice, my intercessor 
and my Lord! Communicate to me, I 
beseech Thee, all needful influences of 
Thy purifying, Thy cheering, and Thy 
comforting Spirit! And lift up that 
“light of thy countenance upon me,” 
which will put the sublimest joy and 
“gladness into my soul” (Psa. 4:6, 7). 

Dispose my affairs, O God! in a 
manner which may be most subservient 
to Thy glory and my own truest happi- 
ness; and when I have done and borne 
Thy will upon earth, call me from hence 
at what time and in what manner Thou 
pleasest: only grant, that in my dying 
moments, and in the near prospect of 
eternity, I may remember these my 
engagements to Thee, and may employ 
my latest breath in Thy service. 

And when I am thus numbered among 
the dead, and all the interests of mor- 
tality are over with me for ever, if this 
solemn memorial should chance to fall 
into the hands of my surviving friends, 
may it be the means of making serious 
impressions on their minds. May they 
read it, not only as my language, but 
as their own; and learn to fear the Lord 
my God, and with me, to put their trust 
under the shadow of His wing for time 
and for eternity! And may they also 
learn to adore with me that grace which 
inclines our hearts to enter into the 
covenant, and condescends to admit us E 
into it when so inclined; ascribing, with 
me, and with all the nations of the re- 
deemed, to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, that glory, honor, and 
praise, which is so justly due to each 
divine person for the part He bears in 
this illustrious work. Amen. 


pee is taken from The Rise and 
oe ess Religion in the Soul, written by 
Dokivides™ in 1745, now out of print. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 8 
1. Jesus Teaches New Values 
(Matt. 5:1-16) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HIS week, a series of three topics 
begin under the over-all title, “Jesus 
Teaches.” They are all taken from the 
Sermon on the Mount, one of the most 
familiar and yet often one of the most 
misunderstood portions of Scripture. 
In this portion is found the oft quoted 
Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12). 

It will help us in studying these three 
topics to realize that the sermon on the 
Mount sets forth the principles of the 
Kingdom of Heaven that, in the begin- 
ning of His ministry, the Lord Jesus 
had announced as “at hand” (Matt. 4: 
17). Had the King been received by 
the Jewish nation, these principles 
would have been put in effect as the 
divine constitution for His righteous 
government on earth. However, the 
King was rejected and put to death, 
and His earthly Kingdom was post- 
poned until He comes again. 

But it is a mistake to suppose: that 
the Sermon on the Mount has no appli- 
cation to Christians in this age. Fun- 
damentally, the principles laid down 
here appear in the teaching of the Epis- 
tles and therefore have a_ beautiful 
moral application to believers today. 
On the other hand, it is equally wrong 
to look upon efforts to carry out the 
principles found in the Sermon on the 
Mount as a means to salvation. Doubt- 
less you have heard some individuals 
say that it is not necessary to believe 
in Christ and accept Him as Saviour. 
Their gospel, they say, is the Golden 
Rule, and, if they just put that into 
practice, God will accept that as suffi- 
cient. 

The great mistake of such a phi- 
losophy is that no one, except the Lord 
Jesus, ever has or ever can keep the 
Golden Rule and the other principles 
set forth in the Sermon on the Mount. 
That is why it is necessary to receive 
Him and be clothed in His righteous- 
ness, and let Him write these principles 
on our hearts and give us the disposi- 
tion and strength to keep them. We 
naturally have no desire to be “poor in 
spirit,” or to seek after righteousness, 
or to be meek, or to be reviled and per- 
secuted. But when we accept Christ 
as our Saviour and Lord, we become 
a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). What we 
could not do before in our own strength, 
we can now do through Christ who 
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strengthens us (Rom. 7:20 to 8:4; Phil. 
4:13). 

The word “blessed” used in verses 3 
to 11 of the Scripture portion assigned 
for this week’s study means “happy” in 
its highest sense. Notice how diamet- 
rically opposite are the. values placed 
upon the various states or conditions 
by the Lord Jesus from the values put 
upon them by the world. It does not 
for a moment consider one who is “poor 
in spirit” as happy, or blessed, or 
worthy of commendation. The world 
has no time or place for those who are 
conscious of their own need of every- 
thing before God. The world’s phi- 
losophy is: put on a big front and sell 
yourself to others. Yet in the rules of 
the Kingdom, the Lord Jesus says, the 
way to possession and realization is to 
acknowledge your need and thus be in 
a condition to receive from God (Luke 
10:21; Matt. 9:12, 13). 

“They that mourn” (v. 4) are not 
those who bewail the general ills and 
disappointments of life that come at 
times to all. Rather, they are those 
who, sensing their own need and spir- 
itual poverty, cry out to God for help. 
The assurance to these is that they will 
be comforted by the “God of all com- 
fort” (2 Cor. 1:3). 

The “meek” of verse 5 are the gentle 
and lowly, in contrast to the proud and 
self-assertive. The world looks upon a 
meek person as weak and spineless, or 
timid. Yet Moses and the Lord Jesus, 
both of whom the Bible calls “meek” 
(Num. 12:3; Matt. 11:29; 21:5), were 
not weak or cowardly, but were cour- 
ageous and brave in every sense. Note 
the reward of meekness. Khrushchev 
is on the wrong track to gain the world 
according to the standards of the King- 
dom, and he will find this out some day. 

So it is with those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, the merciful, 
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the 
persecuted and reviled for righteous- 
ness’ sake. Instead of being objects of 
pity and commiseration, the Lord Jesus 
reveals that they have cause for rejoic- 
ing because of the rewards that will be 
theirs. 

All of the qualities mentioned here 
appear in the life and conduct of the 
Lord Jesus. Are you willing to have 
them made: experimentally real in your 
life? They can be in that measure that 
you yield your life to Him and let Him 
work out in you the willing and doing 
of His good pleasure (Phil. 2:13-15). 
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Giant in the Church 
(Continued from page 743) 


logical discipline was “training rather 
than examination, education rather than 
indoctrination, character rather than 
scholarship.” Imperative was “a clear 
knowledge and firm grasp of truth as 
drawn from the Scripture. ...” With 
the study of the Bible dominating two- 
thirds of his ideal theological cur- 
riculum, it was nevertheless ‘to be 


standing of philosophy and literature 
Above all, the student was not to be 
“a bottle filled and sealed.” He wag 
rather to be “a living organism rooted 
and grounded in a living Christ, ever 
receiving fresh influences . . ever 
bringing forth the fruit of holy living 
as he abides in fellowship with the 
Lord of truth and grace.” 

Leaders such as W. B. Riley, James 
M. Gray, and others sought his counsel] 
and active participation in various edu- 
cational institutions; but with L. § 
Chafer and A. B. Winchester he became 
associated in plans for the Evangelical 
Theological College (now known as Dal- 
las Theological Seminary). These called 
for the opening of the seminary in the 
fall of 1924, with Griffith Thomas com- 
ing in January as the visiting Bible 
professor. This was not to be, how- 
ever, for on June 2nd, while he was yet 
full of vigor and with faculties un- 
dimmed, death removed this champion 
of the faith from the fray. 

The impact of Dr. Griffith Thomas's 
massive intellect and spiritual life is 
still felt, for his was not purely an 
oral legacy. In significant writings as 
well as in countless lives continues the 
influence of a veritable giant whose 
mind was great, whose heart was 
greater, and whose soul was greatest 
of all because it was a sanctuary of 
the living God. 
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Tour Hawaii 
With Fellow Christians 


T IS our pleasure to announce that 

October 16th will find the fourth 
Hawaii tour party leaving Chicago for 
a delightful trip westward aboard the 
Vista-Dome North Coast Limited to 
Seattle. Returning from Hawaii, the 
party will arrive in Chicago on No- 
vember 6 after a fine train ride on the 
Southern Pacific Railway. 

Once again the tour will be under 
competent, friendly leadership, with 4 
congenial group of Christian people 
It will take place during the ideal 
season for travel in our great North- 
west, and in Hawaii during the famous 
“trade wind” season. Through the 
scenic Montana and Idaho Rockies, the 
party will enjoy the beauty of the 
autumn colorings of foliage with con- 
trasting views of evergreen forests 
against the background of snow-capped 
mountains. If you have never had this 
experience, here is an opportunity t0 


- see our own scenic country. 


The group will spend a full day ip 
Seattle, sightseeing in that busy and 
thriving city, including Queen Anne 
Hill, the University of Washington, 
Lakes Union and Washington, the 
floating bridge, residential and business 
areas. Then, after an exciting flight 
across the Pacific in a mighty Pal 
American jet plane to Honolulu, af 
enthusiastic welcome will immedia’ 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL T 


related vitally to life with a rich under. 





















to. be 
: Was 
‘ooted 
ever 
ever 


1 the 
james 


edu- 
GL & 
came 
elical 

Dal- 
alled 
1 the 


Bible 
how- 
Ss yet 

un- 
\pion 


nas’s 
fe is 








convince the tour party that happy days 
are ahead. 

The ten days in the Islands will be 
long remembered. Stopping at the 
world-famous Royal Hawaiian Hotel in 
Waikiki Beach, Oahu, for most of the 
time, and then a night in the Kona 
Palms Hotel in Hawaii and the en- 
chanting Coco Palms Hotel close by 
the ocean in Kauai, will give the very 
pest of accommodations. Five days of 
relaxation on board the luxury liner 
§.S. Lurline will provide time to think 
about wonderful days just past. 

More than four days will be spent in 
San Francisco, with headquarters at the 
St. Francis Hotel. Comprehensive sight- 
seeing tours have been planned, includ- 
ing visits to Muir Woods and Yosemite 
National. Park. 

This is a vacation that just cannot 
be excelled. There is an attractive 
folder for those who may be interested. 
It contains costs and detailed informa- 
tion. Send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St. Philadelphia 5, 
Pa., asking for the Hawaii folder. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaeger, who have gone on 
several of the Christian Fellowship 
Tours will accompany the tour through- 
out. 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1962 


HE attractive and helpful Scripture 

Art Calendars for 1962 are now 
ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not 
only for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and _ church. Daily 
Scripture readings that follow the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society 
encourage regular Bible reading. De- 
votional readings for each week, Bible 
verses for each day of the year, and 
memory selections help one to increase 
his familiarity with the whole Word 
of God. Titles and Scripture references 
are given each week for the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
Standing feature of the calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in mak- 
ing stories from the life of Jesus vivid 
and meaningful to their Sunday school 
classes, and many will find the cal- 
endars to be attractive additions to 
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The story of the world . . . is not the 
chronicle of chance, but is the operation 
of a sovereign God who by redemptive 
Power is making ready for the final 
doom of evil and for the vindication of 
His truth. Apostasy and oppression 
have not thwarted His design for bring- 

in everlasting righteousness.—Mer- 
rill C. Tenney. 
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any room of the home because of this 
feature. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 


12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 THE CROSS 





for $22; they may be had by sending 

your name and address, along with your : ROADS 
order, to: The Sunday School Times Actual scenes from the street 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia of forgotten men and women 


. . an authentic, detailed 
on Skid Row and the 


5. Just ask for the 1962 Scripture Art 
work of the Old Lighthouse— 


Calendar. 


Originally $20 
ye Now only $10 in operation since 1877. 
(for limited time) © 35mm filmstrip in full color 
Cult of the Golden Past eevestan. By pend agen 
: JACK ODELL @12" record favtomatic or 
(Continued from page 741) By producers of hand operation) 


““UNSHACKLED”’ @ 103 frames—18 min. 


Write today for free folder, or Also rentals on free 
send check for filmstrip to: will offering basis 


PACIFIC GARDEN MISSION 
646 S. STATE STREET Dept. $91 CHICAGO 5, ILL. 


entirely wholesome, nor can the ac- 
quisition of antiques in themselves 
bring real heart satisfaction. There 
is a beautiful quarterly periodical, 
superbly printed and illustrated by mag- 
nificent colored photographs and paint- 
ings, which often contains poems, 
pictures, and meditations on the joys of 
old times. They are well done and ap- 
pealing, but, without the correctives of 
the Christian’s hopes for the future, 
they leave heartaches. 

Long ago Solomon said, “Say not 
thou, What is the cause that the former 
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The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. 
This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 
sheet 814x11 inches. There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. Order from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

















...the pastor's 
right! 


Superintendents who want the best visual aids 
for their primary and junior teachers use the 
MANUAL OF VISUAL TEACHING 
Now the “Problem Class” is our “Prize Class.” 
They're even bringing their friends. Last week 
one of the newcomers remarked: “Say, your 
Sunday School's cool.” Why don’t you use these 
challenging flannelgraph lessons to teach the 
uniform lesson to your juniors and primaries? 

$2.50 per quarter. 
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days were better than these? for thou 
dost not enquire wisely concerning this” 
(Eccles. 7:10). Several hundred years 
before that the Israelites had com- 
plained and said, “We remember the 
fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; 
the cucumbers, and the melons, and 
the leeks, and the onions, and the gar- 
lick” (Num. 11:5); but just then they 
forgot the lashes of the taskmasters and 
the tale of bricks for which they had 
to gather straw. 

If we find ourselves being really 
gripped by the love of old things and 
the longing for old times, then it is 
time to recall such heartening words 
as these: “Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14); “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth” (Col. 3:1, 2); “By faith 
he [Abraham] sojourned in the land of 
promise, as in a strange country, .. . for 
he looked for a city which hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is 
God. . .. They were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth .. . but now they 
desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is _ not 
ashamed to be called their God: for he 
hath prepared for them a city” (Heb. 
11:9, 10, 13, 16). 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1962 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1962 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1962 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued a the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


October 2 to 8 


Mon.—Luke 19:1-10. 
Growing Through Repentance. 
Zacchaeus is a Greek name from the 
Hebrew Zakkay meaning “pure.” Pub- 
licans were taxgatherers for the Ro- 
man rulers and not well liked among 
the Jews. Several things in this pas- 
sage show that Zacchaeus had much 
good in him: he was so anxious to see 
Jesus he climbed a tree; he obeyed 
Christ at once when He told him to 
come down, and he gladly received the 
Saviour into his home; on the spot he 
made up his mind to give much to the 
poor and restore four times over what- 
ever he had wrongfully taken. This 
was quick and hearty repentance, 
which the Lord Jesus recognized. Verse 
10 is an important one to learn by 
heart. 


Tues.—Luke 5:1-11. 
Growing Through Commitment. 
In this passage we see six things: 
command (v. 4); compliance (v. 5); con- 
viction (v. 8); comfort (v. 10); commis- 
sion (v. 10); and companionship (v. 11). 
The lake of Gennesaret is the same as 
the Sea of Galilee; the ships were prob- 
ably large, long rowboats in which masts 
could be stepped and sails hoisted; and 
Simon was Peter. His word “neverthe- 
less” is worth studying. Though he had 
failed at fishing he still trusted the 
word of the Lord. As Abraham, he 
“against hope believed in hope” (Rom. 
4:18). He obeyed the Lord and He 
gave them a great catch of fish. Then, 
though Peter thought the Lord ought 
to leave him, that was the very thing 
He would not do. Here is much en- 

couragement for us. 


Wed.—Colossians 3:12-17. 
Growth in Christian Character. 
“Bowels of mercies” means “a heart 
of compassion” (A.S.V.). The princi- 
ples set forth in this passage are those 
that will enable us to get along well 
with. others in a family, a church, and 
in our daily work if we really follow 
them, with God’s help. If you have a 
quarrel with someone else, the best 
thing you can do is to admit the -points 
at which you were wrong. It does not 
help to try to point out where the 
other person was wrong until you have 
confessed your own wrong. John Wes- 
ley said that after we talk over a quar- 
rel and try to settle it, then we must 
forget it and not go back over it. First 
Corinthians 13 is the full exposition of 
Colossians 3:14. The three parts of 
verse 16 give us the secret of peace and 
joy and happy fellowship with others. 


Thurs.—Philippians 3:4-11. 
The Upward Call of God. 


Paul had a good family background, 
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a thorough education, and a fine per. @ 
sonal record as far as the Law went 4 - 
But he was not proud, and he trusted 
only in Christ for his salvation ang 
was willing to pay any price to know 
Him better. “Being made conformable 
unto his death” can be understood in 
the light of chapter 2, verses 5 to § 
Doubtless many of our trials are sent 
to help us to know Him better and to 
make us like Him. So, if we do suffer, 
let us be thankful if it forces us to de 
pend on Him alone and teaches us more 
about Him. 


Fri—Luke 9:51-56. 
Learning From Our Mistakes, 
If Christ had not “stedfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem,” we should 
have no Gospel today. As the Samari- 
tans rejected Christ, James and John 
remembered how Elijah called down 
fire from Heaven on two companies of 
fifty soldiers each whom Ahaziah had 
sent to take him (2 Kings 1:10, 12), 
But in New Testament times God was 
not dealing so severely with men as He 
had done in Old Testament times, so 
Christ would not allow them to call for 
the death of the Samaritans. We need 
to learn this lesson of love even for 
those who are not friendly to us. 


Sat.—Matthew 11:25-30. 
Learning in Christ’s School, 
In verses 25 and 26 there is a deep 
lesson for us: that we should learn 
thank God for what He does simply 
because it seems good in His sight. No 
mere man would dare to give the wom 
derful invitation in verses 28 to 3 
Only in Christ can we find real heart 
rest, and then only as we learn His 
meekness. This of course does not 
mean weakness, but rather the quiet 
calm acceptance of God’s will. A yoke 
is made for two beasts of burden, and 
when we are linked to Christ He helps 
us carry our burdens. : 


Sun.—Acts 19:1-6. 
Receiving the Holy Spirit. 

It seems that these Ephesian disciples 
wanted to follow the Lord Jesus, but 
had not fully understood the Gospel. 
The right reading of Paul’s question is, 
“Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when 
ye believed?” (A.S.V.) They had been 
baptized by John the Baptist, who 
them to repentance and prepared the 
way for Christ. Now they were bap 
tized in the name of Christ, who 
died and risen again; and at the s 
time they received the Spirit. us 
passage does not mean that receiving 
the Spirit today comes some time af 
conversion, for the New Testat 
teaches that anyone who truly receive 
Christ receives the Holy Spirit at t 
same time (Rom. 8:9; Eph. 1:13). 


Please pray for the staff of The 
day School Times in all depa 
mailing, subscription, business, 
tion, advertising, and editorial 4 
ments; for the writers of lesson arti’ 
and other contributors; and for G 
biessing upon the contents of the p 
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